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Agency name Virginia Department of Labor and Industry/Safety and Health Codes 

Board 

Virginia Administrative Code 
(VAC) citation  

16 VAC 25-90-1910.134, Respiratory Protection; 16 VAC 25-90-1910.1001, 
Asbestos; 16 VAC 25-90-1910.1017, Vinyl Chloride; 16 VAC 25-90-
1910.1018, Inorganic Arsenic; 16 VAC 25-90-1910.1025, Lead; 16 VAC 25-
90-1910.1027, Cadmium; 16 VAC 25-90-1910.1028, Benzene; 16 VAC 25-
90-1910.1029, Coke Oven Emissions; 16 VAC 25-90-1910.1043, Cotton 
Dust; 16 VAC 25-90-1910.1044, 1,2-Dibromo-3-chloropropane; 16 VAC 25-
90-1910.1045, Acrylonitrile; 16 VAC 25-90-1910.1047, Ethylene Oxide; 16 
VAC 25-90-1910.1048, Formaldehyde; 16 VAC 25-90-1910.1050, 
Methylenedianiline; 16 VAC 25-90-1910.1052, Ethylene Chloride; 16 VAC 
25-100-1915.1001, Asbestos; 16 VAC 25-175-1926.60, Methylenedianiline; 
16 VAC 25-175-1926.62, Lead; 16 VAC 25-175-1926.1101, Asbestos; and 
16 VAC 25-175-1926.1127, Cadmium 

Regulation title Assigned Protection Factors for Respirators, Parts 1910, 1915 and 
1926 

Action title Final Rule for Assigned Protection Factors for Respirators, Parts 1910, 
1915 and 1926 

Final agency action date December 6, 2006 

Document preparation date December 20, 2006 
 
When a regulatory action is exempt from executive branch review pursuant to § 2.2-4002 or § 2.2-4006 of the Virginia 
Administrative Process Act (APA), the agency is encouraged to provide information to the public on the Regulatory 
Town Hall using this form.   
 
Note:  While posting this form on the Town Hall is optional, the agency must comply with requirements of the Virginia 
Register Act, the Virginia Register Form, Style, and Procedure Manual, and Executive Orders 21 (02) and 58 (99).  
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Please provide a brief summary of all regulatory changes, including the rationale behind such changes.  
Alert the reader to all substantive matters or changes.  If applicable, generally describe the existing 
regulation. 
                
 
Federal OSHA revised its existing Respiratory Protection Standard to add definitions and requirements 
for Assigned Protection Factors (APFs) and Maximum Use Concentrations (MUCs).  The revisions also 
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supersede the respirator selection provisions of existing substance-specific standards with these new 
APFs (except for the respirator selection provisions of the 1,3—Butadiene Standard). (71 FR 50122) 

 
The APF final rule completes the revision of the reserve sections of OSHA’s Respiratory Protection 
Standard as published in 1998.  The Respiratory Protection program will now contain provisions 
necessary for a comprehensive plan, including selection and use of respiratory training, medical 
evaluation, and fit testing. 

 
APFs are numbers that indicate the level of workplace respiratory protection that a respirator or class of 
respirators is expected to provide to employees when used as part of an effective respiratory protection 
program.  An APF table is included in the final standard to guide employers in the selection of air-
purifying, powered air-purifying, supplied-air (or airline respirator), and self-contained breathing 
apparatus (SCBA) respirators. 

 
Federal OSHA amended 1910.134, respiratory protection, and the respirator selection provisions of 
these standards in general industry, construction, shipyards, longshoring and marine terminal 
workplaces.  
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Please provide a statement of the final action taken by the agency including (1) the date the action was 
taken, (2) the name of the agency taking the action, and (3) the title of the regulation. 
                
 
On December 6, 2006, the Safety and Health Codes Board adopted federal OSHA’s revised final 
rule for the Assigned Protection Factors for Respirators, with an effective date of March 15, 
2007.  
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Assess the impact of this regulatory action on the institution of the family and family stability.  
               
 
This revised final rule will have no impact on the institution of the family and family stability. 
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ASSIGNED PROTECTION FACTORS FOR RESPIRATORS, PARTS 1910, 1915 and 
1926; FINAL RULE 

 
 

As Adopted by the 
 

Safety and Health Codes Board 
 

Date: December 6, 2006 
 
 

 
 

    
    
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VIRGINIA OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH PROGRAM 

 
 VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY 
 
 Effective Date: March 15, 2007 
 
16 VAC 25-90-1910.134, Respiratory Protection; 16 VAC 25-90-1910.1045, Acrylonitrile; 
16 VAC 25-90-1910.1001, Asbestos;  16 VAC 25-90-1910.1047, Ethylene Oxide;  
16 VAC 25-90-1910.1017, Vinyl Chloride;  16 VAC 25-90-1910.1048, Formaldehyde; 
16 VAC 25-90-1910.1018, Inorganic Arsenic;  16 VAC 25-90-1910.1050, Methylenedianiline; 
16 VAC 25-90-1910.1025, Lead;  16 VAC 25-90-1910.1052, Ethylene Chloride; 
16 VAC 25-90-1910.1027, Cadmium;  16 VAC 25-100-1915.1001, Asbestos; 
16 VAC 25-90-1910.1028, Benzene;   16 VAC 25-175-1926.60, Methylenedianiline; 
16 VAC 25-90-1910.1029, Coke Oven Emissions;  16 VAC 25-175-1926.62, Lead 
16 VAC 25-90-1910.1043, Cotton Dust;  16 VAC 25-175-1926.1101, Asbestos; and 
16 VAC 25-90-1910.1044, 1,2-Dibromo-  16 VAC 25-175-1926.1127, Cadmium 

3-chloropropane;            
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When the regulations, as set forth in the final rule for Assigned Protection Factors For 
Respirators, Parts 1910, 1915 and 1926, are applied to the Commissioner of the Department of 
Labor and Industry and/or to Virginia employers, the following federal terms shall be considered 
to read as below: 
 
 
Federal Terms      VOSH Equivalent 
 
29 CFR      VOSH Standard 
 
Assistant Secretary     Commissioner of Labor and 
       Industry 
 
Agency      Department 
 
November 22, 2006 March 15, 2007 
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